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Last year, one of my students told me of a new 
bouk on the assassination of President John Kennedy, 
and asked my opinion of it, I pinked up a copy of 
HuoH McDonald's "Appointment in Dallas.*’ read it 
through, and told the student to forget it. for "’the 
final solution" presented a "single bullet theory" 
even more unbelievable r lion the Warren Report. 

I thought nothing more about the matter until T 
received the November and December issues of "PURSUIT". 
In two months, about five pages had been devoted to 
appraising this book. 

* 

Taking a lesson from R. B. Cutler, that one picture 
is worth a thousand words, let us look at the McDo- 
nald "picture" and. if it does not prove to be cre- 
dible, let us use the scant eight pnges of "PURSUIT" 
for other, more credible works. 

Saul's First Shot 

McDonald tells us Saul fired from a second-floor 
window of the Couniy Records Building, located on the 
corner of Houston and Elm Streets. /l/ According to 
Saul's story, he fired his first shot which struck 
the President to the right of the middle of his back. 
The bullet continued on to exit from the President's 
throat and "drove on tn hit Governor Connolly"./!;/ 

It is interesting to note that Saul is the first per- 
son to see this double hit. Not one of the. eyewit- 
nesses in Dealey Plaza claimed to see Kennedy and 
Connallv hit by the some bullet. Even the early of- 
ficial documents referred to two separate shots stri- 
king the two men./3/ 

The Analysis 

Using a diagram/-!/ which locates Saul in the se- 


cond floor window H of the Records Building, we find 
that the lateral angle from Saul's "nest" to the 
approximate location of the limousine on Elm Street 
is 35° from left to right./S/ 

The bullet entered JFK 1 1/0 inches to the right 
of the middle of the back (according to measurements 
of the President’s shirt). Upon exit it nicked the 
left side of the Lie./6/ It entered the Governor on 
his right side, near the nrnipit, the point of exit 
being Just below the right nipple on his chest. It 
is obvious then, that the flight path through each 
man is from right to loft. 

Putting all of this information together, we have 
a bullet traveling in a left-to-right flightpath of 
35° which, upon entering the President, changes its 
flightpath to a right-to-left trajectory. Upon exit 
from the throat, a quick right, then a sharp left are 
needed in order to move in another right-to -lef t path 
through Connally (see figure 1 below). 

When compared to the Commission's "magic bullet" 
flightpath, 1 find Saul’s even more remarkable. Add 
to this the discrepancies pointed out by P. Hymans 
and K. Sprague, and nothing more need be said. 

Notes 

/!/ Hugh McDonald. "Appointment in Dallas", New York, 
Zebra Books, 1975, p. 179. 

12/ Ibid. p. J76. 

/3/ See CD-5 FBI Report 11/29/63, Agents Barrett and 
Lee . 

CD-07, US Secret Service Preliminary Special 
Dallas Report no. 1. 

/4 / Robert Cutler. Drawing Number 03, Cutler Designs, 
Box 1165, Manchester, MA 01944. 

/5/ Using Mr. Cutler's drawing of Saul's location, 

1 drew a travel line through the center of the 
limousine and up Elm St. I measured the inter- 
section of the flightpath with the travel line 
with a protractor. Any error in the measurement 
is the author's, not Mr. Cutler’s. 

/6 ' Earl Warren ct al.. "Report of the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy." U.S. Government Printing Office, 1964, 
p. 92. 
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Figure I Tins Juigram d«m v the mewMv Mu path of Sen i t tho* from the Herordi fluluUm. the corner of Urn and Unmton Street* 




